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TAGS: PFOR MARR CH VS UR 

SUBJECT:CHINESE CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE SOVIET USE OF VIETNAMESE 
BASES 

1. THE HONG KONG SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST MAY 28 CARRIED A 
KYODO REPORT THAT PRC OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD A VISITING JAPANESE 
DELEGATION IN PEKING THAT THE SOVIETS WERE PRESSING THE PRG 
FOR USE OF FORMER US BASES IN SOUTH VIETNAM. THE CHINESE 
REPORTEDLY SAID THIS WAS "EXTREMELY EMBARRASSING" TO THE 
PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IN SVN. AND DEMONSTRATED THAT SOVIET AID 
HAS STRINGS ATTACHED. THE REPORT ALSO SAID THE CHINESE AS WELL 
AS NORTH VIETNAM AND NORTH KOREA OPPOSE ANY SUCH SOVIET MOVE 
INTO SOUTH VIETNAM. IF THE REPORT IS GENUINE, AND THE KYODO 
MANAGER HERE ASSERTS IT IS AND SAYS THE SOURCE IS EITHER LIAO 
CHENG-CHIH OR CHANG HSIANG-SHAN OF THE CHINA- JAPAN FRIENDSHIP 
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SOCIETY, THEN IT IS A FURTHER SIGN OF CHINESE CONCERN FOR SUCH 
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MOVES BY THE SOVIETS. AMERICAN JOURNALSISTS WHO LUNCHED WITH 
HONG KONG COMMUNIST NEWSMEN LAST WEEK REPORT THEY WERE 
REPEATEDLY PRESSED FOR INFORMATION ON SOVIET INTEREST IN CAM 
RANH BAY. 

3. IMPRESSION HERE IS THAT SPECULATION AND RUMORS ABOUT SOVIET 
MOVES FOR BASES IN SOUTH VIETNAM HAVE AROUSED CHINESE CONCERN 
AND THAT PEKING IS ATTEMPTING TO SMOKE OUT DISCLAIMERS FROM 
MOSCOW AND HANOI. PEKING MAY SE SUCH RUMORS AS EMBARRASSING 
TO MOSCOW AND HANOI, BUT THIS KIND OF REACTION FROM THE 
CHINESE WOULD ALSO POINT TO WHERE THEY HURT IN THE AFTERMATH 
OF THE COMMUNIST VICTORY IN INDOCHINA. 
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